BOOT ‘N BLISTER REUNION TRIP, 1996


CRATER LAKE NATIONAL PARK CAR CAMP AND DAY HIKES


�
June 26, 1996


Dear Boot ‘n Blister alumni and alumnæ,


It has been a year since our last reunion outing and ten years since Kathy Gault and Don Leet started these events with a group who went to the Sierra near Murphys. Nine years ago 22 of us went to Caribou Lake and seven years ago 27 of us met at Canyon Creek. Five years ago we had about 44 at Canyon Creek. Four years ago we went to One Mile Lake in the Marble Mountains, three years ago we went to Deadfall Lakes in the eastern Klamaths, and two years ago we went to the Desolation Wilderness. Last year we went back to Canyon Creek for the third time and had about a dozen of us on the trip. The folks who went on the ‘95 trip consisted of Kristie Allen, Michael, Lori, and Aaron Altabet, Ralph and Rusty Holsinger, Steve O’Meara, Maralyn Renner and Ambria Cox-Renner, Jay Stuart, Martha and Katherine (at age seven, ‘96 will be her fifth BnB hike) Gilmore; and Mike Diggles. 


Steve O’Meara suggested that an Oregon trip would be good and that a car-camp/day-hike version would be nice. So for 1996, we have planned to go to one of the historic Boot ‘n Blister destinations and go to Crater Lake National Park. The Club has hiked there and skied there in the distant past. Chris and Carol Rush used to work there in the ‘70s and Wanda Naylor was also a Ranger there more recently. Mara Zhelutka worked at the lodge there in the late ‘60s back before it was remodeled. I think she may see a change. Since October is a little late for the Cascades and some people may want to make it a longer trip, we decided to make it before school starts for students and teachers. The dates we picked are August 23-25 but I’ll head up a day early and likely stay a day longer.


For the base camp this year, we will drive up to Mazama campground (see map) on Friday evening, August 23 and spend the next two days on our choices of many and varied day-hikes or peak bags. Further information can be had from Crater Lake National Park, P.O. Box 7, Crater Lake, OR 97604, (503) 594-2211. Information is also available on the Web at http://www.nps.gov/crla/ or at the Information Center for the Environment (ICE) at http://ice.ucdavis.edu/ which has comprehensive plants and animals lists. 


Let me know if you might attend so I can get an idea of how many to expect; I also love to hear from you folks.


I have included a datadump of my address file for the Club. The list includes over 130 addresses that are good enough that I mailed this flyer to them. I added the year that I thought the data were accurate after each entry so you can get an idea of how accurate they are today. My usual lost-people list follows. If you know were any of these folks are, please write or call me:


Tonio Bachrach, Evelyn Banks, Mark Batts, Paige Baudrey, Betsy Baumann, Bruce Bonifus, Dale Bridges, Madilyn Brown, Tom Campbell, Pam Cannon, Norm Cook, Robbie Criswell, Karen Davis, Dotty DeMulder, Bill Devall, Judy Doolittle, Dick Dorn, Jan DuPace, Jeff Ely, Chuck Fesler, Sidney Fisher, Judy Fleshman, Susie Forestor, Barbara Foster, Shari Franklin, Sandy Gagnon, Ellen Gardner, Norma Gartner, Bonnie Gates, Randy Gillarducchi, Marilyn Green, Roger Haynes, Peggy (Fluarty) Heliwell, John Hennings, Lloyd Hess, Skip Howard . Laurel Humphries, Mary Ellen Jackson, Terry Jackson, Grace Jarvis, Mary Ellen Jeske, Gayleen Johnson, Sharon Jones, Pete Katzmaier, Bob Kerby, Mary Ann Kost, Oliver Koster, Ron Lengel, Del and Val Maddon, Gary Markine, Michael Mathews, Jill McIntire, Jan Newman, Cheryl Peabody, Bruce Peet, Richard Pietrell, Sara and Jennifer Pond, Linda Pulliam, Rich Purdey, Joe Pveillo, Connie Reese, Paulette Respini, Phil Rhodes, Mike Rosoff, Linda Slater Scancella, Lenn Schager, John Sisson, Sandy Smith, Ona Solomon, Kay Spensko, Jim Stamper, Paul Stoffels, Alice Teel, Sue Turdick, Chuck Vargo, Rick Veeh and Patricia, Ray Wagner, Linda Ward, Bill Weber, Kay Wensco, Bob Wielk, Bonnie Wilbur, Linda Winters, Peter Wittlesie, Jan Wofford, Alan Wright, Dru Yee, Monte Yttreness, and Jim Ziegler.





Bring ideas of where to have the trip next year and the year after. Do we like these car-camp/day-hike trips? Do we like this time of year? Should we stay closer or range farther from Humboldt? Let me know.


Mike Diggles


Home (new house): 154 Rutherford Ave., Redwood City, CA 94601-3511, (415) 369-6094


Work: U.S. Geological Survey, MS-951, 345 Middlefield Rd., Menlo Park, CA 94025, (800) 223-8081 x 5404, (415) 329-5404 commercial. Fax: (415) 329-5453. 


Internet: mdiggles @ mojave.wr.usgs.gov


Copies to: Ackerman, Allen (Norm and Kristi), Allen (Pamela), Altabet, Amadio, August, Baldwin, Banducci, Barager, Benzinger, Bivin, Bloom, Bowlus, Buwalda, Cairns, Carroll, Chesbro, Clanton, Clark, Clendenning, Cochrane, Cole, Conway, Coy, Dagget, Damiano, DeKay, Denton, Dickson, Diggles, Dvorak, Earwaker, Fairchild, Farnswerth, Ferrell, Fields, Freeman, Garrahan, Gassoway, Gault, Leet, Geiger, Flowers, Gilchrist, Gilmore, Glover, Koken, Goss, Gott, Chaffee, Gregory, Griese, Haist, Hamey, Hay, Heath, Herriott, Holsinger, Huntsinger, Jackson, Johnson (Jerry), Johnson (Wes), Jones, Kennedy, Herrmann, and Martinez Kennedy, Kohlenberger, Konnersman, Korb, Kroll, Kruse, Leong, LeValley, Lytle, Macdonald, McGurk, McKay, McMasters, Meuslin, Mok, Landcaster, MonSanto, Morlan, Good, Mueller, Mueller, Sawyer, Murdock, Murray, Wunner, Myatt, Nead, Nusbaum, O'Meara, O'Sullivan, Ogle, Parker (Bob), Parker (Tom), Patterson, Paulson, Peart, Pennington, Dunn, Pennington, M.D., Phillips, Porter (Dave), Porter (Jim), Reichard, Renfro, Renner, Cox, Rich, Richards, Risdon, Haynie, Robinson, Rush, Schaser, Scothorn, Gilbert, Sealy, Severy, Shrigley, Smith, Maisch, Spahar, Stegeman, Stepp, Stuart, Wong, Sumi, Tausch, Thompson, Thompson, Tilden, Tuttle, Tysl, Carlson, Van de Mark, Van Fleet, Van Kirk, Vinyard, Walls, Ward, Wasson, Weber, Winguth, Young, Zhelutka, Allison.


�
TRIP INFORMATION


�
The following write-up on this 1996 Crater Lake National Park Boot ‘n Blister car-camp/day-hikes trip is provided by Carol and Chris Rush, Charlie Bacon, and Mike Diggles.


During the Summer of 1974, Chris and I were privileged to live and work within this magnificent park. The first (and best) campground you encounter is Mazama campground, fairly close to the south entrance. Chris says we should all stay here. The sites are first-come-first-serve, so try to arrive ASAP. Because the mountain is still very high and the campground is at approx. 6,000 feet, you should bring warm clothing for the evenings. 


Some short hikes we remember are:


1) The hike along Annie Springs Creek, just below the campground. This hike takes you along a small creek which has cut through layers of pumice and ash left over from Mt. Mazama’s eruption. There is quite a variety of Cascade wildflowers here in late Spring and Summer, 


2) The hike to Stuart Falls, in the southwest portion of the park. Chris knows more about this area than I do. He says it’s about a 10 mile round trip, and the falls themselves are actually on Forest Service land. However, the shortest route to the falls begins within the park. 


3) For those avid B ‘n B bicyclists, you can take a bike ride all around the lake, which is most beautiful. Chris and I took this ride, starting at the rim visitor’s center and traveling clockwise around the lake.


4) For you peak baggers, Chris said some interesting, if not challenging peaks to climb are: 


Union Peak (elev. 7,698 ft) in the southwest


The Watchman (elev. 8,056 ft), on the west side of the rim, giving you a fantastic view of the lake


Mt. Scott (elev.8,926), on the east side of the rim, the tallest peak in the park


Mt. Thielsen (9,182 ft), in Umqua N.F., about 10 miles north of the north entrance to the park (and 5 - 6 miles east), across from Diamond Lake. The hike/climb is not difficult for the first 3 miles or so (very little “loose rock” here), but gets steeper, rockier, and more strenuous as you near the top (Williams calls it a glacially eroded, Matterhorn-like peak). The total hike will take all day. There is a rock climb for the last 100 ft. or so, (Chris agrees it’s a class 3 climb) but does not require ropes or climbing equipment. I’ve climbed it twice, and made it OK (I was younger, I admit). Hikers going up Mt. Thielsen should be in fairly good shape. There’s a fantastic view of Diamond Lake and the Cascade peaks to the North.


5) My favorite hike is the hike to Crater Springs. This hike begins near the pumice flats in the north portion of the park, is about six to eight miles round trip, but travels across fairly flat terrain. What’s neat about this hike is the fantastic sphagnum-bog meadows you cross through, which have a “Sundew” population, which is an insectivorous plant. Crater Springs should be a real spring, but is literally a river emerging from the mountain, and is a sight to see! It is one of the springs which feed the Rogue River (Boundary Springs just to the north is the main source of the Rogue). There’s also plenty of wildflowers and even some edible berries there. 


Speaking of berries, I can’t talk about Crater Lake without mentioning the best restaurant that we found in the area: Becky’s in Union Creek (up Hwy. 62 north from Medford). Becky’s was located right along the Rogue River at the Rogue River Gorge, and served fresh Huckleberry pie. We should all definitely check this out, and make reservations to eat there, if they’re still in business!


This description of the geology of Crater Lake was provided to Mike Diggles by his friend Charlie Bacon: Crater Lake partially fills the caldera (collapse depression) that formed in the volcano known as Mount Mazama during its climactic eruption approximately 7,700 years ago (the carbon-14 age is 6,845±50 yrs BP; 7,700 years ago is the calibrated age). This eruption ejected 50 cubic kilometers of magma as pumice and ash in a period of at most a few days. Airborne ash fell over a large part of the northwest and is found as far away as Saskatchewan. Pyroclastic flows devastated everything around Mazama, traveled up to 70 kilometers down nearby river valleys, and left the deposit of pumice and ash that can be seen in all of the drainages on the flanks of the volcano (for example, at Mazama Campground, Godfrey Glen, and The Pinnacles). At the time of the climactic eruption, the summit of Mount Mazama was about 12,000 feet in elevation. The volcano dates back to around 400,000 years ago and was active intermittently during all of its history which can be read in the volcanic layers in the caldera walls. Wizard Island is the top of a mound of andesite lava, one of three post-caldera andesite volcanoes within the lake. The lake is nearly 2000 feet deep [and 6 miles wide] and is kept at a nearly constant level by the balance between precipitation, evaporation, and seepage through the caldera walls. The lake filled to essentially its present depth within a few hundred years of caldera formation. The post-caldera andesite volcanoes date from early in this period. The youngest volcano is a small rhyodacite dome that reaches to within around 100 feet of the late surface on the northeast flank of Wizard Island This dome is around 5,000 calendar years old. Warm water seeps into the lake through the caldera floor, fed by water circulating in the hot rocks of the caldera floor. In 1988 and 1989, the National Park Service, Oregon State University, and the USGS investigated these thermal features and studied the geology of the lake bottom with a manned submersible. Lake water is very clear and low in dissolved solids (although higher in salts than other Cascade lakes because of the geothermal input). High purity and extreme depth result in the deep blue color of the lake. 


Carol provided this write-up on the vegetation of the Park: The higher Cascades (4,000 ft to 6,250 ft.) of Crater Lake N.P. are broadly characterized by a Mixed Coniferous Forest “Vegetation Type” (older Munz desc.) of the High Cascade Range Vegetative “Subregion” (newer Jepson desc.). As you travel through or explore Crater Lake, you will encounter four basic “plant communities” (Munz), or “Forest Patterns” (Jepson; Barbour & Major): 1) The Yellow Pine Forest, 2) Mixed Evergreen Forest, 3) Lodgepole Pine Forest, and 4) Subalpine Forest. Of course, there is much overlapping between communities depending on elevation, aspect, precipitation or proximity to water sources, and soil type. 


1) Yellow Pine Forest, at approx. 4,000 to 5,500 ft. is a lowland forest mainly found on the west and southwest slopes of the park. The dryer open areas are predominantly Ponderosa Pine (Pinus ponderosa) and Sugar Pine (Pinus lambertiana), with some White Fir (Abies concolor) and Western Hemlock (Tsuga heterophylla) in the more shaded or moist areas. The upper regions may be intermixed with some Lodgepole Pine (Pinus contorta). Shrubs underneath may be Snowbrush Ceanothus, Greenleaf Manzanita. and Sticky Currant. Smaller flowering plants may be Sulfur Eriogonum, Pearly Everlasting (rocky outcrops), Anderson Lupine and Lyall Lupine. 


2) Mixed Evergreen Forest, at approx. 4,500 to 5,500 ft, is basically the same elevation as the Yellow Pine Forest, but found more on the southwest and west slopes of the park which usually receive more precipitation. Predominant trees are Douglas Fir (Pseudotsuga menziesii), and White Fir (Abies concolor), with and Grand Fir (Abies grandis) in the lower portions, Shasta Red Fir (Abies magnifica, var. shastensis) in the upper portions, Western Hemlock and Silver Fir (Abies amabilis) in the northwest portions, and Pacific Yew (Taxus brevifolia) in more moist areas. There is a very rich variety of understory plants within this community of which botanists have written volumes. A very few of the shrubs you may see are: Cascade Mahonia or Oregon Grape, Sticky Currant, Thinleaf Huckleberry, and Western Thimbleberry. Some smaller flowering plants may be: Whitevein Pyrola, Sitka Valarian, and Pearly Everlasting in sunnier areas. 


3) Lodgepole Pine Forest, at 5,500 to 6,500 ft. is most common on the north and northeast side of the park, and just below the rim of Crater Lake. Lodgepole Pine (Pinus contorta) dominates in almost pure stands where soils are poor, or highly porous (soils high in pumice and cinder) as it is considered a pioneer species. Lodgepole Pine mixes with Western White Pine (Pinus monticola) in most areas, and with Shasta Red Fir, or Silver Fir (Abies amabilis) at higher elevations. Shrubs you may see are: Squawcarpet Ceanothus, Greenleaf Manzanita, and Serviceberry, in more moist areas. Smaller flowering plants may be: Spreading Phlox, and the Johnny-Jump-Up violet.


4) Subalpine Forest, at 6,250 to about 7,500 ft., is fairly well represented at the rim, Garfield Peak, Mt. Scott and other high points in the park. At these elevations, the Mountain Hemlock (Tsuga mertensiana) and Whitebark Pine (Pinus albicaulis) predominate, with Shasta Red Fir and Silver Fir in the lower portions. Shrubs you may see are: Squawcarpet Ceanothus, Pinemat Manzanita, and Mountain Heather. You may also see Crater Lake Currant, found in only a few places outside the park, and considered an endemic. Some very striking smaller flowering plants grow within this community, including the brightly colored Davidson’s and Cliff Penstemons, Western Pasqueflower, and Blue Stickseed. 


Charlie pointed out additional cool things to do and see: 


1. Boat tour around the lake--allow 30 minutes to walk down the trail, 1 hour up (less for very fit adults). Well worth the $10+ cost. Inquire at Lodge or Rim Village as to times and current charges. Lots of people enjoy hiking up to the top of Wizard Island cinder cone. People fish from Wizard Island--no license necessary. (There’s fishing at Diamond Lake.)


2. The Pinnacles in late afternoon light (Godfrey Glenn is almost as good).


3. Wildflower Garden near park headquarters.


4. Mount Scott and Garfield Peak trails. There are nice “meadows” east of Garfield Peak to Applegate Peak where almost nobody goes. View of caldera from Mount Scott is best in the morning light.


5. Hike Crater Peak trail from Rim Drive to south boundary of the park and get picked up by a good friend who has a USFS Winema National Forest map in order to find way around in the gravel road network. Nice real meadows south of Crater Peak. Also, good forest. (Stuart Falls is a long, hot hike--I don’t think it’s worth it.)


6. Hike up Union Peak (good trail from highway 62-PCT junction). Trail goes through very nice old-growth hemlock and fir forest.


7. Anderson Spring and falls. Take old road (not on map) from Kerr Notch parking lot. Need to be able to read a map to find falls.


8. Cascade Spring. Cross country from Skell Head parking area.


9. Lightning Spring trail. Worth going a mile or two down from west caldera rim parking area. Turn around when you get to the lodgepole (growing on the ash flow).


10. Dutton Creek trail from Rim Village--nice forest. Could come out at Annie Spring or walk north on PCT, up Lightning Spring trail (long and hot).


11. Walk up the back of any of the high points on the caldera rim for solitude and a view. Dutton Ridge is a good one.


12. There’s a real nice hemlock forest between Grouse Hill and the caldera rim picnic area.


13. Williams Crater is real fun for geologists--lots of mixed magma features.


14a. Pie at Beckie’s in Union Creek. Ask which ones are fresh fruit. Union Creek Resort there has nice cabins (for a lot more $ than Wilson’s--see #17).


14b. Natural Bridge. A couple of miles down 62 from Beckie’s. Very nice USFS area where Rogue River disappears into a lava tube in primitive tholeiitic basalt (about 1 m.y. old). Good explanatory displays.


14c. Alternative campgrounds are USFS at and near Union Creek. [to which Carol adds: ]The south entrance to the park is approx. 10 miles south of Mazama campground, so anyone staying outside the park has to add this to their drive if they wish to join the rest of us at Mazama C.G. or meet with anyone for hikes and other activities. Mazama campground has 150 - 200 campsites, and I’m pretty sure we can all find a site if we get there early enough.


15. Cattle Crossing Cafe in Fort Klamath. Good basic red-neck food for cheap. Breakfast is best. Regulars in early a.m. are classic cowboys. Rapids Cafe at 62--97 junction is good, too. The only good place I know to eat in K. Falls is Davilla’s Mexican in the old part of town on 6th(?) street.


16. Nice commercial campground if Mazama campground is full = Crater Lake RV Park. No privacy but has showers, laundry, grass, trout pond. 2 miles south of park boundary on 62.


17. Wilson’s Cottages = primitive commercial camping, nice rustic cabins. Inexpensive. 1 mile south of park boundary on 62.


18. Lost Creek campground in park on Pinnacles road may be open as an alternative to Mazama campground. Less developed.


19. View from Sun Notch, especially in late afternoon. Don’t fall. Pumice Castle overlook on ESE rim is a neat place, also best in late afternoon.


20. On a reasonably clear day you can see Newberry Volcano (Paulina Peak) and Three Sisters from the Cloudcap Road (without hiking up Mount Scott).


21. View from Hillman Peak--Williams Crater turnout is also good for Three Sisters.


22. Kimball State Park (NE of Fort Klamath) is interesting--Wood River originates full blast from huge spring but bugs can be horrendous.


23. Boundary Springs--1+ mile hike from Forest Service road in NW corner of park--is really cool. Good place to go if weather is bad at Mazama.


24. Park Headquarters buildings--recently renovated in the WPA/CCC style. Visitor Center has displays, books, video presentation.


25. Crater Lake Lodge. Recently restored to better than original. Nicely done.


26. Rim Village. The ultimate Tourist Trap resplendent with really tacky trash and junk food. RV magnet.


27. All peaks within park are walk-ups. Thielsen is a class 3, up loose rock, with a hairy last pitch. I haven’t been there but I’ve heard about it. Not for chickens.


28. Picnic area near Viade Falls. A nice little stroll is to follow Sun Creek from this picnic area to where it drops into the canyon and circle back up the glaciated lava hill that forms the head of the deep part of the canyon.


29. As for little kids’ activities, try the wildflower garden, Vidae Falls, Beckie’s, Natural Bridge, and maybe the boat ride. Kids hate hiking up the trail for the last, however. 


I disagree with your friend Carol about Crater Springs. That’s a long, hot, boring hike in lodgepole pine to a nice little bog. There are nicer routes to equally interesting places. [in response to this, Carol emailed Mike back this:] I disagree with Charlie’s disagreement about Crater Springs, though I do agree it’s a rather long hike... But gee whiz, Charlie must not be into plants! [to which Mike smiled and thought that plants just get in the way of seeing the rocks] I don’t think he went past “the little bog,” about a half-mile further to the Springs, which are abundant, and definitely worth the long hike (which isn’t hot if you start early). The sphagnum bog with Sundew and other water loving plants is fascinating. Enough said! I agree that Boundary Springs would be a neat hike, though Chris and I never went there.


Be advised that there are black bears, rare cougars, and plentiful elk in the park. 
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Carol will bring these books up for the campout ‘cause she’s sure some are out of print! 
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